
Co-Modality, a new buzz-word in the logistics field? 
The Logistics 2008 Congress and the KOMODA experience 

 
The Polish Congress LOGISTICS 2008, which took place in Poznan on 7-9 of May, 2008 was 
the ninth in a series of bi-annual logistics conferences, organised by the Institute of Logistics 
and Warehousing since 1992. 
 
More than 600 participants representing the whole logistics community turned Poznań, into the 
Polish capital of logistics for a few days. There were the representatives of science, business 
and local authorities among the guests, above one hundred of them foreigners, both from the 
EU-15 countries as well as from Central and Eastern Europe. 
 
A number of issues have been lectured by experts from all over the Europe: the ICT 
applications on logistics, the new challenges of the markets, the importance of security and 
safety, the European transport. 
 
Particularly, it has been faced the issue of Co-Modality a new word introduced by European 
Union to indicate the optimal combination of the totality of the transport modes and supply 
chain, represented as the best solution for the sector’s future. 
 
An entire session of the conference has been dedicated to this issue, which represents the new 
frontier of freight handling.  
 

As indicated by Mr Walter Vassallo, who opened the session dedicated to 
Co-modality “A logistic re-thinking is needed to ensure a sustainable 
development of our transport network and our economy. The development 

of the co-modality is of paramount importance for the re-balancing of 

transport modes.The co-modality is a notion introduced by the European 

commission in 2006 in the field of the transport policy to define an approach 

of the globality of the transport modes and of their combinations. For the 

European commission the co-modality refers to a use of different modes on 

their own and in combination in the aim to obtain an optimal and 

sustainable utilisation of resources. 

This notion introduces a new approach to the European transport policy in 

which one do not seek, like in the 2001 white paper, to oppose transport modes one to 

another, i.e. opposing roads to its alternatives, but rather to find an optimum exploiting the 

domains of relevance of the various transport modes and of their combinations”. 
 
During the conference days, Poznan has been the meeting place of the Consultation Board of 
KOMODA (www.komodaproject.com), a European project funded by the EU Seventh 
Framework Programme which kicked off in Genoa in January 2008. KOMODA Project, co-
ordinated by ILIM, comprises a total of 10 partners (6 research institutions and 4 industrial 
companies and consultants) and it focused on co-modality and e-logistics enforcement into the 
Supply Chain. 
 
E-Logistics is the next step of handling, because it fits the third millennium technologies and 
communication tools to the market and transport needs. 

 
Though at present time the Information 
Technology is a largely employed tool in logistics, 
the most technologies depend on single 
enterprises and private companies who are often 
unable to communicate among themselves, 
creating many difficulties along the supply chain. 
Komoda’s mission is to create a roadmap to 
nurture an integrated e-Logistics platform by and 
between modes of freight transport across Europe, 
able to simplify communications among various 
parts of the supply chain. 


