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1) Which is the added value of your book 'Regulatory and Policy of the Transport and 
Intermodality in Europe' and why you decided to write it?

This book is about regulation and transport policy, in its various components, at European level.
It gathers together with the state of the art, the description and analysis of the developments, 
the reforms and policy actions evolution relating to the transport sector and intermodal. 
Transport economies are becoming more and more knowledge-based (so-called 'knowledge 
economies'). Globalisation, climate changes, new concepts related to strategic and operational 
logistics , innovation and new technologies are just a few dynamic elements that are changing 
the world of transport and the way we move cargo from origin to destination.

Today more than ever it is required a deep understanding of both the theory and the practice. 
The book reflects the commitment to a proper understanding of the evolution of transportation
in its various aspects with a highly interdisciplinary focus and with particular reference to the 
framework of reforms and policies development implemented to support the entire transport 
system.
I wanted to write a book which could fill in a gap in the editorial market and be used for courses
in order to teach importat topics which are usually not taught in Universities. This book aims to 
answer a variety of questions by providing a clear and complete picture of the entire evolution 
of transportation, not observed in separated compartments, and its projection towards future 
developments. Here are some of the questions that will be addressed by the book: What were 
the main transport developments in its various meanings and what were those of intermodal 
transport with particular attention to the regulatory framework and policy  What are the 
economic theories that underlie the processes of regulatory development in the transport 
sector over the past three decades? What are the implications of these processes in the 
individual modes and intermodality? What are the factors that revolve around the areas of 
transport, define its performance and that are influenced and changed by the actions of policy 
and regulatory measures? What are the elements and the steps of development in the 
evolution of individual modes and intermodal transport that the reforms have been able to 
address? What is the role of the European Commission and how its goals and vision has been 
evolved in the development of transportation?  are the steps in chronological order and the 
Community directives with the aim of achieving these goals? What are the actors, the 
dynamics, the key factors and driving forces that revolve around the transport sectors and 
intermodality? What is the future of transport? What are the efforts still to be done to bridge 
the current gaps and head towards the next decade?
The book presents the main changes in the transportation from  policies and regulatory 
developments at the European level during the last decades. 
Regulation and policy are two sides of the same coin : without them you will never achieve a 
smooth functioning of the transport markets, both in Europe and elsewhere.
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The book market is extensive , both from the geographical point of view both of the type of 
reader. It will be relevant for both academics and professionals. In addition, the text has the 
potential to become a key reference point for all courses related to transport, markets and 
policy. Considering that the text contains information and data to 2014 for each mode of 
transport and that policy and regulatory development frameworks for transport take years to 
evolve and remain a critical factor on the performance of the entire economic system, it is 
believed that this book may be relevant for a long period, at least 10 years . 

2) How can you characterize the main stages of the major transport regulative evolution 
in EU?

It is important to recognize that regulation is a multidisciplinary activity that encompasses law, 
political science and social administration, as well as economy and trade. Transport per se is a 
very complex and dynamic environment which embraces many stakeholders and sectoral areas.
Therefore regulative actions are very complex to be undertaken as well as of great importance 
to lead to a sustainable and level playing field develpment of the entire system. No surprice 
that the regulative evolution in the main transport sectors, which got inputs from other sectors 
(e.g. energy and telecom), took decades to be implemented and let to major changes. All modal
sectors  (road, rail , sea , air) have undergone substantial developments. We now have a more 
interconnected and more interoperable network which ensure higher standards and level of 
satisfactions both for passengers and goods. 
Policy and legislative developments have been a key vehicle to favour mobility, reduce costs, 
improve environmenatl performance, ensure a better level playing field and open up the 
market to a more healthy competition.

3) What major changes have occurred in air, road and rail transport in recent years? 
All transport modes have been subject to a long and complex regulatory development which 
had similar objectives and results, among which: liberalization process, downstream services, 
equal access to infrastructure, privatization, unbundling, liberalisation of cabotage (still ongoing
for road and waterway), higher security standards, reduction of environmental impacts.

4) What measures and reforms have had the greatest impact on the logistics industry in 
EU?

There are a number of measures, both directly related and indirectly to logistics, which have 
had a positive impact on the overall logistics sector. I will mention the most recent one which is 
still ungoing and which can have a great impact on the logistics sector as well as on the entire 
transport system: the Blue Belt initiative. The Blue Belt, the initiative which the European 
Commission is putting forward, is an area where vessels can operate freely within the EU 
internal market with a minimum of administrative burden while safety, security, environmental 
protection as well as customs and tax policies are enhanced by the use of maritime transport 
monitoring and reporting capabilities (processes, procedures and information systems).
The first step has been achieved at the end of 2013 and will be applied from 1st March 2014 to 
facilitate purely intra-EU movements of vessels.  The new Regular Shipping Service scheme has 
a shorter authorisation period (15 days instead of 45) and much more flexibility given to the 
extension to future port calls. Thanks to this, shipping companies will have the possibility to add
from the beginning also potential future Member States' ports to the list of ports to be served 



by a Regular Shipping Service without having to face long waiting time and administrative 
burdens.

According to the maritime transport industry, only 10-15% of maritime traffic, mainly ferries, is 
operating under this scheme. Given that the vast majority of vessels carry both Union and non-
Union goods and stop frequently at both Union and non-Union ports, a real facilitation needs to
cover this type of shipping service if maritime transport is to exploit its full potential with 
consequent great benefits for the overall logistics process. It must be reminded that Union 
goods aboard ships that during the course of the voyage leave the Member States' territorial 
waters included in the customs' territory of the Union, lose their Union status and are subject 
to certain procedures regardless of whether they circulate only between EU ports or not. 

For the other voyagers carring also non-EU goods and involving non-Eu port calls, meaning the 
majority of traffic, we will have to wait longer to see improvements in the precedures. Efforts 
are now devoted to the so-called eManifest, an electronic harmonised cargo document which 
would allow for facilitation and speeding up of customs procedures for EU cargo by enabling 
customs to distinguish between Union and non-Union goods. The eManifest should be ready to 
be applied as of June 2015 to coincide with the establishment of the National Single Windows 
as foreseen in the Reporting Formalities Directive. So, still long waiting to turn a concept, the 
Blue Belt one, into a reality. For sure it is a must if we want our transport and logistics sectors 
to make a stronger contribution to European growth and help Europe out of the economic 
crisis.

5) What factors determine the current state of logistics in the EU?
Logistics is still evolving and will keep its fundamental role in the transport industry also in the 
future. I think it is very interesting to see how the knowledge economy is keep evolving the 
logistics industry. For instance the growth of the e-commerce and the consequent growth of 
the express market. This peculiar subsector of the logistics is of great importance and we can 
expect lot of attentions towards it. Currently forwarders are offering more services in the 
attempt to stave off competition from industry express market, while the integrators are 
increasingly pushing towards the global network distribution.The express market, despite the 
failure of the merger of TNT and UPS, following the decision of the European Commission dated
January of 2013, seems to be particularly active. 

Electronic commerce and online services in the broader sense are now at the heart of the lives 
of consumers, businesses (from the largest to the smallest) and citizens in general. A genuine 
Digital Single Market would generate new types of growth. In the G8 countries, South Korea 
and Sweden, the internet economy has brought about 21% of the growth in GDP in the last five 
years. It also generates 2.6 jobs for every job cut and at times accounts for 25% of net 
employment creation. Online services are by nature cross-border and can speed up European 
integration and the creation of the Single Market which has been sought for more than 50 
years.
In the communication of e-commerce and on-line services the Commission includes the 
delivery of goods purchased on-line between the five priorities that encourage greater 
expansion of e-commerce.

 



6) What is the role of the European Commission and how its goals and vision has been 
evolved in the development of transportation?

The EC role involves mainly the following:
1. set objectives and priorities for action
2. propose legislation to Parliament and Council
3. manage and implement EU policies 
4.  represent the EU outside Europe 

In addition to what already highlighted in the previous points, it is interesting to note the 
evolution of the vision and approach taken in the long evolution of the policy and regulative 
framework, which, thanks to the EC, has passed from a national perspective to an European 
one, more interoperable, integrated and balanced.

7) What is the future of logistics industry?
In addition to what observed in the previous points, we can expect that freight forwarders, 
while increasing sales competition, will also rely on the integrators’ networks. Freight and 
logistics companies are opening up express departments because they can use the integrators. 

Freight forwarders are increasingly offering expedited products in a bid to stave off competition
from the express sector. As the integrators move into the larger parcel and general freight 
business, forwarders are keen to be able to offer their customers a full range of products.

Companies like UPS and TNT have taken the small package market but they are coming more 
and more into the freight market. Companies like DSV XPress in the UK have to cover 
themselves, or will lose market share.

A number of mid-sized forwarder are setting up an expedited product. 

Interesting what Gary Hubbard SBS business development director said at the end of 2013: 
“There is no need to replicate the global distribution networks of the integrators, and we can 
leverage these while they leverage a smaller account base with larger volumes – it’s a win win”.

The European Commission, in its Green paper on an integrated parcel delivery market 
published at the end of last year, noted that the rise in e-commerce should lead to a greater 
number of logistics players in the sector, giving economies of scale that would allow smaller e-
tailers to compete with the existing market leaders. 

Other logistics players such as third party logistics providers, play an increasing role to fill in the 
gap between the e-commerce and delivery operators, in terms of innovation, flexibility, stock 
management, transport and return of parcels. The solutions that they offer are not yet widely 
known, in particular among SMEs. With more visibility they could play an increasing role in 
facilitating logistics operations. By consolidating different sources of low volume, they could 
also be in a position to obtain more favourable terms/deals for delivery that could then be 
passed on.

8) What is the role of green logistics in the concept of sustainable development?
The role of gren logistics is of paramount importance to 'deliver more using less' for the 
benefits of environment and the overall community.

9) What are the main points of the roadmap-2020 for transport?



Transport is vital to the economy, job growth and our quality of life. The industry directly 
employs 10 million people and accounts for about 5% of the EU's gross domestic product. The 
average household spends 13% of its budget on transport. 
The key objective is to achieve a Single European Transport Area which will lead to a more 
competitive and resource efficient transport system. 

The European transport plan aims to increase mobility and further integrate the EU's transport 
networks - while reducing greenhouse gas emissions. It would connect Europe's road, rail, air 
and water networks, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Seamlessly linking road, rail, air 
and water transport modes would create a more efficient EU-wide transport network, making it
easier for people and freight to travel.
The plan would interconnect, by 2020, Europe's passenger and freight transport information, 
management and payment systems. 

By 2050, all major airport hubs would have (preferably) high-speed connections to the rail 
network. All core seaports would be connected to the rail freight network and, where possible, 
to inland waterways.

At the same time, the EU would extend and coordinate "user pays" and "polluter pays" 
principles to finance its transport infrastructure.

Measures to encourage major infrastructure investments, change the way freight moves and 
people travel would boost economic competitiveness and create jobs.

The plan - with goals to be met by 2050 - focuses on travel within cities and between cities, and 
on long distance journeys. It includes calls for:

     cities to completely phase out petrol cars
     shifting to rail or water 50% of all passenger and freight road transport currently 

making intercity journeys of more than 300km
     airlines to increase their use of sustainable low-carbon fuels to 40%
     shipping to cut 40% off its carbon emissions.

There are a number of measures included in the rad map among which: 

 encourage new engine technologies, fuels and traffic management systems
 coordinate by 2020 the management of national air traffic control systems through 

the EU's Single European Sky programme
 deploy intelligent transport management systems
 halve road casualties by 2020 and move close to zero fatalities by 2050

Reaching these targets would help the EU achieve a 60% cut in greenhouse gases from all 
modes of transport by 2050.

10) What is your opinion about the EU-Russia cooperation in the transport area in the 
future?

I strongly believe in cooperation between EU-Russia. If we take for instance the EU Strategy for 
the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR), we can see how important is to reinforce cooperation also with 
non EU States within this large region in order to face several common challenges by working 
together as well as promoting a more balanced development in the area. The Strategy aims at 



bringing together initiatives in different sectors as well as promoting cooperation between 
stakeholders in the Region. There is a clear need for joining forces and working in cooperation 
for common targets. The Baltic Sea Region Strategy, for instance, 
is contributing positively to enhance cooperation in the Region and has increased the levels of 
environmental sustainability, prosperity, accessibility and attractiveness as well as safety and 
security for the benefits of the overall community, not only the European one.
Although this is a strategy of the European Union, it is clear that many of the issues can only be 
addressed in constructive cooperation with our external partners in the region, in particular 
Russia.


