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The AB Landbridge Project, financed under the INTERREG IIIB CADSES Programme, conducted a 
pre-feasibility analysis for the development of Landbridge connections, which link Northern Europe 
and the Mediterranean with global markets, and which foster increased regional economic cohesion for 
Western and Eastern CADSES countries, through investment in sustainable transport modes, especially
sea and rail. The project analyzed 3 A-B
Landbridge corridor itineraries in terms of current (2006) and expected (2010, 2020) modal supply and 
demand, logistics considerations, and spatial planning scenarios.
Project’s primary objective is to promote territorial cohesion between the Adriatic-Baltic short sea 
shipping areas, while fostering balanced, environmentally sustainable accessibility to new global 
markets. These long-term objectives are based upon the full deployment of the
A-B landbridge corridors, and the logistics elements for ensuring the viability of the intermodal 
connections. The Project analyzed the potential demand for these multi-modal landbridge corridors 
identifying potential market opportunities for value-added transport and logistics services. Moreover it 
provided concrete recommendations regarding strategic infrastructure investments; identified critical 
“soft-side” aspects required for successful implementation of landbridge and articulated a common 
spatial transport policy for supporting maritime freight transport and its integration with inland 
transport.
The project aims to establishing new, real multi-sectoral partnerships between actors from different 
administrations, institutions, private sector for the evaluation of the different landbridge scenarios and 
of the potential market opportunities for continued collaborations.
Pilot projects identified the most viable co-operation services for ports and terminals and evaluated the 
necessary pre-conditions for activating the services. The potential deployment scenarios were then 
detailed. The project resulted in the development of a deployment road map for the landbridge 
corridors, as well as the definition of an institutional profile for the AB cooperation programme and 
policy recommendations.
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