
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is the participation of SMEs in the EU projects low? Why is the exploitation 

of the EU projects' results insufficient? These are just a few questions which 

policy makers pose and try to answer. The European Commission (EC) keeps 

pushing the involvement of companies in projects and the issue is more widely 

debated nowadays, especially for research and innovation. It can be interesting 

to readers to see the potentials offered by the EU. Many of them are not aware 

of that. The B2B LOCO project (www.b2bloco.eu) is helping SME to be better 

aware of EU opportunities and to facilitate their involvement in European 

initiatives and projects. 

For example, when was the last time you read about the  

availability of EU funding to sustain your business, like  

for instance in research, or start-up operations, but you 

were not ready to take that opportunity?  

There are many reasons explaining the scarce effective  

participation of companies in EU initiatives, programmes  

and projects. First of all, the lack of understanding, know 

how and experience related to the complexity of 

Brussels’ rules, programmes, tenders, procedure and 

 funds.  Often what is unknown becomes not interesting. 

 And this is a mistake because to miss opportunities means to hamper the growth. 

In many cases resources to initiate or participate in projects are limited. There is 

also a general reluctance to change; a conservative approach which tends to 

prefer to keep running the business as usual without having to seek for external 

support or cooperation. This is often linked to a groundless fear to share 

information or waste time or even worst collaborate with others for common 

targets.  

[Wpisz cytat z dokumentu albo 

podsumowanie interesującej 

kwestii. Pole tekstowe można 

umieścid w dowolnym miejscu 

w dokumencie. Użyj karty 

Narzędzia pól tekstowych, aby 

zmienid formatowanie pola 

tekstowego cytatu.] 
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Project 

Take for instance the Marco Polo Programme which is 
specifically intended to help cover initial losses of new 
intermodal services and logistical innovations. We are 
talking about something tangible and real. No talks, nor 
'fried air'. It is worthwhile to take this programme into 
consideration. A total of 450 million euro is available 
until 2013 for start-up subsidies for projects with viable 
business plans. But the truth is that many operators 
don’t even try to apply for funds, even when in the 
market there are highly qualified companies with vast 
experience in EU projects that also provide services for 
grant applications in support to other companies less 
familiar with the ‘EC World'. 

Often there is also distortive vision towards EU project 
opportunities; companies don’t need to change their 
day to day business in order to be suitable for 
responding to a tender. That would be a mistake. EC 
opportunities should be seen as an additional 
mechanism to do better what companies intend to do 
every day. A support to sustain growth and reach the 
targets.  

A critical need is the establishment of a common 
database of all projects with detailed information about 
the problem, research and results. Today not only SMEs, 
but also the researchers themselves are often unable to 
find relevant information concerning what has been 
achieved over the years by numerous projects 
completed. The project B2B LOCO is trying to fill in these 
gaps and support the participation of small/medium 
enterprises in the EU Framework Programme by 
demonstrating and actively promoting the most 
business practice-oriented results of past and current 
RTD projects. 

The questions now are: Do you want to explore 
business opportunities in the 'EU World'? Do you 
want to enlarge your vision, turn your requirements 
into appropriate solutions and your ideas into 
tangible business?  

If the answer is yes, then be aware that there is a 
great variety of opportunities offered by the EC and 
embracing all fields of business and tailored to any 
kind of stakeholder, spamming from universities to 
industrial undertakings.  

If the answer is yes, you may note in your agenda 
the International Logistic Conference 
SpeedChain 2010, this year under the title Logistics - 
Reality with Perspective to be held in Prague in the 
prestige premises of Brevnov Monastery on 1 – 2, 
December 2010. In conjunction with this big event, 
B2B LOCO project, as a main partner of the 
conference, has organized block B - Innovative 
logistic solutions + BROKERAGE EVENT, where 
companies will present their innovative solutions for 
logistics.  

The event organised by B2B LOCO Project will also 
provide info on new opportunities mainly for SMEs 
how to get involved into EC R&D framework 
programme as potential source of finance for 
innovative solutions development. 

 
 
 
Dr. Walter Vassallo 
EU Expert, 
Project partner 

 

2nd B2B LOCO Brokerage Event in Prague, Czech Republic 

We have a great pleasure to invite you for the 2nd Brokerage Event, which will be organized under the auspices of 
the International Logistic Conference SpeedChain 2010, in Prague, on the 1

st
 of December 2010. 

B2B LOCO project as a main partner of the conference is organising block B - Innovative logistic solutions + 
BROKERAGE EVENT, where transport companies will present their innovative solutions for logistics. In addition to 
this, new opportunities for SMEs will be presented as well as practical information on how to get involved into EC 
R&D framework programmes, which are potential sources for financing of development of innovative solutions. 
After succesful professional logistic conferences organized under the name Speedchain in the preceding years, 
the 5

th
 International Logistic Conference SpeedChain 2010 will be held in the prestige premises of Brevnov 

Monastery on 1 - 2, December 2010, this year under the secondary title Logistics - Reality with Perspective. The 
Conference aims mainly at top managers of multimodal logistic service providers, consultants, state administration 
representatives, representatives of universities and broad logistic public around Europe. The conference is expected 
to be attended by more than 200 people and the evening social event is traditionally visited by more than 450 top 
managers and logistic professionals. The last year of the international SpeedChain conference was attended by 
partners from 21 countries of the world.  

Find more information on: http://www.b2bloco.eu/events/prague/bevent_prague.html 
 

http://www.b2bloco.eu/events/prague/bevent_prague.html


 

                                                                                                                                        newsletter N⁰ 5I 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Project / News 

FP7 Calls shortly expiring 

The European Commission's Directorate-General for 
Research has published a series of calls for proposals 
under the 'Cooperation' Programme of the Seventh 
Framework Programme (FP7). The 'Cooperation' 
programme supports research cooperation in a 
number of key thematic areas, addressing specific 
sectors one of which is Transport (including 
Aeronautics). A 'road map' of the opened calls for 
proposals can be found on  
http://cordis.europa.eu/home_en.html.  

These calls are part of the €6.4 billion budget for the 

year 2011, the amount that represents a 12% increase 

compared to the year 2010. It is expected that around 

16,000 participants will receive funding. As the 

attention is at a higher participation of small and 

medium size enterprises (SMEs), particularly in priority 

areas, SMEs participation is expected to reach 35%. 

In November, the B2B LOCO Project has reached an important milestone – 80 companies have registered in its 

Electronic Knowledge Brokerage System. Most of them are SMEs, which are projects´ primary target group. The 

Brokerage network includes companies from 20 countries all over Europe and Asia. They are generally active in the 

fields of transport and logistics, but other scope of interests are present as well.  

This tool constitutes a very useful way for SMEs to gain new opportunities in different countries and tightens the 

relations between the SMEs in EU member states and non-European countries. It contributes to experience, best 

practices and information exchange, implementation of new technologies, methods and research results and at last, 

but not least, it forms good conditions for profit raising opportunities of SMEs. 

Register your company and gain all the benefits you can get at www.b2bloco.eu.  

80 companies registered in B2B LOCO Brokerage network 

Within the 7th Framework Programme there are close deadlines of important calls: 

Call Deadline 

Energy 16 November 2010 

Environment 16 November 2010 

Transport 02 December 2010 

Security 02 December 2010 

ICT for Green Cars 02 December 2010 

Factories of the Future 02 December 2010 

Energy-Efficient Buildings 02 December 2010 

Future Internet 02 December 2010 

Sustainable Automotive Electrochemical Storage 02 December 2010 

 

http://cordis.europa.eu/home_en.html
http://www.b2bloco.eu/
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LOGISTIK 2011 offers visitors from Northern Germany 
-- and beyond -- the ideal regional business platform. 
Here, you can get a comprehensive overview of 
innovative logistics services and solutions ranging from 
transport service providers, storage and handling, and 
software solutions for supply chain management, right 
through to consulting and outsourcing services. The 
event will take place at Hamburg Messe, Germany 
Halle A3 - on 26-27 January 2011. 
It will concern: 
• Warehousing and cargo handling 
• Logistics- and transport services 
• IT solutions for logistics management 
• Tracking and marking systems  
• Materials handling and goods flow 
• Harbour logistics 
• Transport and load security  
• Consulting and training 

More at: 
http://expopromoter.com/Redirect/lang/en/event_id/
96309/ 
 

The increasing needs of the industrial society also 
increase the need for solutions in handling, stowage 
and storage. In Turkey and in all other countries, such 
matters as reduction of investment costs and storage 
space are the most significant subjects for logistics and 
storage managers. Materials Handling is significant in 
terms of introduction of sector innovations and 
effective solutions. Event will be held on 3 – 6 February 
2011 in Hannover-Messe International Istanbul, 
Turkey. 

Product categories: 
• Cranes and transport systems 
• Warehousing and storage systems 
• Packaging, commissioning and weighing systems 
• Complete and turnkey materials handling systems 
• Logistics, intralogistics and software systems 
• Materials handling and logistics services 
• Transportation 

Find out more at: 
http://www.win-fair.com/en/materials.html 
 

News / Events 

LOGISTIK 2011 Materials Handling 2011 

Commission opens gateway to China for European small and medium size 

enterprises 

Antonio Tajani, Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for Industry and Entrepreneurship, has 
launched the Centre for European Union Small and Medium Enterprises (EU SME Centre) in Beijing on 5 November 
2010. Funded by the European Commission, this new venture will provide information, advice, training and 
matchmaking opportunities for European SMEs wishing to export to or invest in the Chinese market. 
At the moment 25% of European small and medium-sized businesses export, or have exported their goods or services 
at some point during the past 3 years. This percentage is expected to increase considerably, especially in fast growing 
markets such as China. However, SMEs are often less well-equipped than large enterprises for dealing for example with 
the different legal systems and risks present in foreign markets. 
The EU SME Centre will help European SMEs overcome challenges they face when operating on the Chinese market, 
in particular during their early stages of business development. SMEs can turn to the Centre for information on topics 
such as the procedure regarding company registrations in China, employment contracts for recruiting locally or the 
process of certifying technical standards. 
The Centre will contribute to strengthening trade relations between the EU and China, whilst intensifying cooperation 
and foreign direct investment. In this context, it should be underlined that the capacity to build on the growth and 
innovation potential of SMEs is decisive for future EU-China trade relations. This is why such great importance is placed 
on the EU-China SME policy dialogue, which took place most recently on 16 September 2010 in Guangzhou. 
The Centre will be operated by a consortium of European Chambers of Commerce, led by the China-Britain Business 
Council and including the Benelux, French, German, Italian and Spanish Chambers in Beijing, as well as the European 
Union Chamber of Commerce in China and Eurochambres. It will cooperate with business support organisations based 
outside Beijing and in particular with the European Enterprise Network (EEN) points being established throughout 
China. The EEN program allows Chinese technology and business support organisations to link up with roughly 600 
similar Centres in Europe and other countries and exchange information on business opportunities. The Centre will be 
fully operational in January 2011. 

http://expopromoter.com/Redirect/lang/en/event_id/96309/
http://expopromoter.com/Redirect/lang/en/event_id/96309/
http://www.win-fair.com/en/materials.html
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LogiMAT 2011 

LogiMAT, the International trade fair for Distribution, 
material handling and information flow will be held on 
8 - 10 February 2011 at New Stuttgart Trade Fair 
Centre in Stuttgart, Germany, in the region of Baden-
Württemberg that leads the intralogistics sector in 
Europe. This yearly trade fair in 2010 is to be devoted 
to in-company material flow and computer-controlled 
processes from procurement to production and 
distribution, covering materials handling and storage 
technology, warehousing and operational equipment, 
packaging, weighing and measuring, loading and 
transporting technology and distribution, information 
and communication technology, order-picking systems, 
identification, bar-coding and RFID, software 
consultation, planning and other services. 

 
LogiMAT offers a complete review of the market in 
everything to do with intralogistics. At the start of the 
Year 2011 international exhibitors will be presenting 
innovative technologies, products, systems and 
solutions for rationalisation and cost-optimisation of 
in-company logistics processes. LogiMAT provides the 
trade audience with a comprehensive review of all the 
main themes in the sector as the forum for practical 
solutions, trends and visions, tracing new ways of 
optimising processes and reducing costs. In fact a few 
sectors are growing as fast as intralogistics and in an 
era of advancing globalisation, this sector is making an 
ever larger contribution to overall economic success. 

More at: 

http://www.logimat-messe.de/english/index.php 

 

 

 

FRUIT LOGISTICA is the leading international meeting 
place of the fresh produce trade. From 9th to 11th 
February 2011, in Berlin, Germany, more than 2,300 
companies from across the entire fresh produce value 
chain will be present in a single location – including 
global players as well as small and medium-sized 
suppliers from all around the world. 

For three whole days, FRUIT LOGISTICA provides: 
• an across-the-board presence of top international 
exhibitors 
• an excellent platform for initiating business deals 
• excellent opportunities for making worldwide 
business contacts 
• a unique opportunity to gain a complete overview of 
the latest trends in the fresh produce business 

Event website: http://www.fruitlogistica.com/ 

 

 

 
 

 

At the 12
th

 Logistics CIO Forum (Amsterdam, February 
22-23) - CIOs from Europe's Leading transportation and 
logistics companies will share their industry best 
practices that will ensure EFFICIENCY and 
PRODUCTIVITY at YOUR company! Senior IT executives 
from Europe's leading transportation and logistics 
companies, as well as supply chain, logistics and 
technology executives from retailers and 
manufacturers can attend the Forums at NO COST - 
even hotel accommodation is complimentary! 

More at: 
http://events.eft.com/cioeu/ 
 

 

 

12th Logistics CIO & Supply Chain 

Technology Forums 

Events 

FRUIT LOGISTICA 2011 

The Logistics Management Forum, third edition, will 
open its doors on 10 and 11 February 2010 at the 
Luxembourg Exhibition and Conference Centre on the 
Kirchberg Plateau. 

The premier Forum in Luxembourg dedicated entirely 
to the transport and logistics industry, the Logistics 
Management Forum is organised by Luxexpo in 
collaboration with GC Partner. This forum has the 
official support of the Luxembourg Government 
through the Ministry of the Economy and Foreign 
Trade, and the Cluster for Logistics – Luxembourg 
a.s.b.l., which makes it as their annual and public 
meeting. 

The forum is dedicated to the transport and logistics 
sector; it highlights and brings together the principal 
operators in the Greater Region. The “Logistics 
Management Forum” is a multimodal platform 
intended to promote the various services and the 
logistics expertise which already exist or are being 
developed. 

Event website:  
http://www.luxexpo.lu/index.php?id=662 
 
 
 
 

 

Logistics Management Forum 

http://www.logimat-messe.de/english/index.php
http://www.fruitlogistica.com/
http://events.eft.com/cioeu/
http://www.luxexpo.lu/index.php?id=662
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Ro-Ro Shipping Conference 2011 

This unique event will provide a key forum for Ro-Ro 
owners and operators to discuss the dynamic changes 
and new challenges that the industry faces. Promising 
the usual cutting-edge debate the Ro-Ro Shipping 
Conference 2011 will offer unparalleled networking 
opportunities making it the event of choice for 
everyone working in the Ro-Ro industry. 
 
The conference promises to bring you up to speed on 
recent developments in the sector that will impact 
your operations. It will tackle the industry’s most 
pressing issues and analyse trends going into the 
future. The expert panel of Ro-Ro professionals will 
analyse and debate the main talking points in the 
industry including: 
 
Find more info here:  
http://www.informaglobalevents.com/event/RORO-
Shipping-Conference 
 
 

Events 

On 1 - 3 March 2011 Automotive Logistics Europe will 
take place at Kameha Grand Hotel in Bonn, Germany, 
organized by Ultima Media, Automotive logistics 
magazines and conferences. 
 
It is expected tomorrow's logistics will effectively 
measure total enterprise cost, will provide transparent 
information on forthcoming production volumes to the 
whole supply chain, will use collaboration without 
needing shared ownership, and will be green. All these 
expectations will be examined in details during the 
conference so important for automotive industry in 
Europe and across the World. Modern responsible 
logistics is must for automotive logistics professionals, 
both within OEMs/Tier suppliers and their LSP partners, 
essential components of a highly efficient, and so low-
cost and sustainable, supply chain. 
 
Now in its 9th year this meeting of senior logistics 
executives includes carmakers, tier suppliers, 3PLs, 
transport providers by road, rail, river, sea and air, IT 
companies, ports & terminal operators, inspection and 
damage repair services, and the other service providers 
which ensure that inbound and outbound logistics 
actually work. 
 
The conference is the most important overall meeting 
in the automotive logistics sector held during the year. 
It is a good opportunity for delegates to network, 
discuss, listen to both customer and supplier 
presentations, and generally improve both their 
business and their chances of doing business. The 
challenge to promote the use of the Total Cost of 
Ownership concept to all supply chain costs, risk costs 
and transaction costs and all organisations should have 
a clear understanding of the environmental 
implications of their (sourcing) decisions. 
 
More information can be found on: 
http://www.automotivelogisticseurope.com/ 

 

Automotive Logistics Europe 

EuroRail 2011 conference is now in its 14
th

 year and is 
your opportunity to meet with business leaders from the 
European rail and freight industry and grow your 
business by building a sustainable operations strategy. 
This is your opportunity to effectively plan and 
implement new technologies to drive innovation and 
modernise rail travel for your customers. The event will 
take place on 22 – 24 February 2011 in Berlin, Germany. 

Come to EuroRail 2011 and: 
• Identify and capitalise on new ancillary revenue 
streams Hear from SNCF, Thalys, Eurostar and NTV on 
how to maximise existing and ancillary revenues. 
• Build and implement a profitable marketing and 
distribution strategy  
• Transform how you communicate with your customers 
through practical case studies with TGV Lyria and Veolia 
Transport. 
• Create a successful freight strategy 
• Create an attractive pricing strategy and enhance your 
value proposition to your freight customers by offering 
a well packaged service. 

Find more at: 
http://www.terrapinn.com/2011/eurorail/index.stm 

 

EuroRail 2011 

http://www.informaglobalevents.com/event/RORO-Shipping-Conference
http://www.informaglobalevents.com/event/RORO-Shipping-Conference
http://www.automotivelogisticseurope.com/
http://www.terrapinn.com/2011/eurorail/index.stm
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Events 

Contact 
 
ILIM – Project Coordinator 
ul. Estkowskiego 6 61-755 Poznań, Poland 
Tel. +48 (61) 850 49 32 fax +48 (61) 852 63 76 
 
ewa.dobrzeniecka@ilim.poznan.pl 
malgorzata.kirchner@ilim.poznan.pl 

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, or you 
require some information, contact us at 
info@b2bloco.eu. 
 
Website: 
www.b2bloco.eu 
 

Join us on   and  

Russian Automotive Forum 

Information packed sessions at this 14
th

 annual event will provide answers (not available anywhere else) to the most 
important and topical questions, including: 

• What are the development and investment priorities for the leading OEMs and components producers? 

• Consequences of the proposed modifications to decrees 166 and 566: when will they happen and what can we 
expect? 

• How to successfully establish and develop a profitable JV in Russia? 

• What support and incentives are the regional governments offering to attract automotive producers to their regions? 

• How to solve the quality issues faced by Russian component producers? 

• What are the sources of financing available to industry players? 

• How to cut costs, increase profitability and expand your market presence? 

• What are the solutions to the current HR and training challenges? 

• What are the foreign components producers’ quality and volume requirements of raw materials providers? 

• Solutions to overcome the logistics issues faced by new manufacturing plants and suppliers?  How to develop an 
efficient supply chain for parts and kits?  Is the infrastructure in Russia improving? 

• What are the dealership networks doing to adjust to the changes in market conditions? 
 

Last season in spite of all the industry difficulties the conference attracted 350+ delegates, showing a 30% increase in 
the number of delegates and it was important and interesting that 25% were 1st time attendees. It vividly 
demonstrates the appearance of the whole category of companies now interested in taking advantage of the 
opportunities in this growth market. 

 

The event will be held on 15 - 17 March 2011, in Moscow, Russia. 

 

Find more info here:  
http://www.adamsmithconferences.com/en/automotive-industry-russia 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ewa.dobrzeniecka@ilim.poznan.pl
mailto:malgorzata.kirchner@ilim.poznan.pl
mailto:info@b2bloco.eu
http://www.b2bloco.eu/
http://www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/3089113/eml-grp-sub/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=127781530602184&ref=ts
http://www.adamsmithconferences.com/en/automotive-industry-russia

